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Newburgh,  Indiana 
Rural  Route  #  2 
October  21,  1944 


Dear  Mr.  MacNeish; 


At  this  time  about  the  only  data 
which  would  be  available  on  either  the  Greene  County 
work  or  the  material  from  the  Albee  Mound,  in  Sullivan 
County,  would  be  that  which  has  been  printed  in  the 
Bulletins  of  the  Indiana  Historical  Bureau.  I  say 
this  for  the  following  reasons:  I  am  in  Newburgh  and 
rarely  get  to  Indianapolis  during  these  times  except 
for  a  few  hours  in  the  office  at  rare  intervals.  The 
m-aterial  is  boxed  awaiting  the  day  when  a  place  for 
display  and  accessible  storage  will' be  available.  The 
trait  list  for  the  Greene  County  sites,  collectively, 
is  rather  complete  but  now  outdated  and  not  too  inclu¬ 
sive  from  a  specific  standpoint.  Georg  Neumann  has  a 
very  small  amount  of  the  material  from  Greene  Coujity 
at  Indiana  University  and  I  believe  he  has  been  doing 
some  investigating  of  the  Albee  material  from  a  physi¬ 
cal  standpoint.  You  might  do  v/ell  to  write  to  him  in 
care  of  the  Department  of  Zoology. 


If  there  are  some  specific  questions 
you  have  in  mind  relative  to  the  Greene  County  situa¬ 
tion  I  would  be  happy  to  work  v/ith  you  to  the  extent 
of  my  ability  without  material  at  hand.  The  Albee  mat¬ 
erial  I  have  always  felt  to  be  important  but  the  site, 
which  inc4dently  was  not  a  mound,  was  excavated  in  such 
a  way  as  to  make  the  data  too  safe  to  use. 


Please  extend  my  regards  to  Dr.  Cole. 
I,  for  one,  v/ill  be  most  happy  when  this  world-wide 
mess  is  cleaned  up  and  we  can  again  return  to  normal 
activities  and  periodic  visits  emong  the  group. 

Sincerely  yours 
Glenn  A.  Black 
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H)cpattmcnt  of  Htitbropologg 

February  18,  1946. 


Mr.  Richard  S.  MacNeish 
General  Delivery 
Brownsville,  Texas 

Dear  Scotty: 

Your  letter  of  January  31st  and  the  report  on 
Pueblito  Pottery  are  here  before  me,  and  give  good  evi¬ 
dence  that  you  are  using  your  time  to  good  advantage.  I 
hope  the  weather  favors  you  and  that  you  will  be  able  to 
go  the  places  and  do  the  things  you  wish.  You  appear  to 
be  on  a  good  lead  and  1  trust  that  Palcios  will  agree  to 
let  you  follow  it  through. 

j 

Things  here  move  along,  but  slowly.  I  made  a  very 
thorough  checK  of  all  the  data  on  Mx°4,  added  a  few  items, 
put  in  a  simplified  outline  to  go  with  your  profiles, 
added  pictures  and  it  now  stands  complete  for  the  first 
draft.  Emerson  has  not  spent  much  time  on  Mx°10  but 
promises  he  will  soon.  John  Griffin -is  turniiig  in  excel¬ 
lent  copy  on  the  Fisher  site  -  Masters’  thesis  -  and 
Moreau  is  starting  to  rework  his  Carbondale  data  .  Bells 
are  still  in  service  but  we  look  for  them  soon. 

We  think  we  have  purchased  one  of  the  Signal  Corps 
Ij  ton  trucks  for  the  summer  dig.  1  talked  Wa.th  Thorne 
over  the  phone  this  morning  and  he  says  everything  looks 
o.k.  for  the  site. 

I  shall  be  away  from  the  last  of  March  to  the  middle 
of  May,  but  that  should  not  hold  back  our  plans  to  any  ex¬ 
tent.  When  do  you  expect  to  get  back? 

John  Murra  was  married  Saturday  ana  yesterday  Abe 
and  Mary  had  everyone  -  75  -  to  a  reception  and  feed  at 
their  place.  Nearly  everyone  is  back  -  George  Fathauer, 
Robert  Roberts,  Moreau,  Emerson,  Connie,  Maxie  Baer,  Hale 
Smith,  Guthe,  Gavan,  Basehart,  Armstrong  and  others  1  don’t 
recall  at  the  moment. 

As  usual  we  have  all  Kinds  of  weather.  Several  fine 
days  were  followed  by  heavy  snow  and  cold,  now  it  is  slush. 
A  lot  of  flu  is  around  but  so  far  I  have  managed  to  escape. 


Redfield  is  in  Arizona  for  a  rest.  Warner  is  in  California 
but  otherwise  all  are  here. 

The  Philadelphia  meetings  did  little  but  talk  and 
put  the  whole  matter  off  for  a  year.  We  have  invited  them 
to  come  here  for  the  Christmas  meetings  and  if  they  do  we 
can  hope  to  keep  matters  on  an  even  keel.  By  the  way  the 
Central  Section  and  the  Archaeological  Society  meet  in 
Indianapolis  May  16-17. 

Guess  this  is  about  all  the  gossip  for  nov\?.  I 
started  this  an  hour  ago  and  have  had  several  interruptions. 

Our  best  to  you  both. 


Sincerely 
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Springfield,  Ill. 


Dear  .Scotty; 


March  11  -  1946. 


The  two  bucks  you  will  find  inclosed  are  to  ask 
you  to  do  a  favor  for  me.  My  son  is  a  stamp  collector  and  he  is 
anxious  to  get  some  good  uncanceled  stamps  from  Mexico.  Will  you 
take  this  money. into  a  postoffice  somewhere  in  Mexico  and  get  one 
of  each  of  the  different  stamps  you  can  get  that  are  more  or  less 
good  ones,  pretty  well  centereed,  etc.,  and  send  them  to  me  sometlAe? 
Just  stick  them  in  an  envelope  and  send  them  on  if  you  are  not 
going  to  be  back  here  before  they  would  get  to  me.  Perhaps  your 
wife  would  be  v/elling  to  do  this. 

Dr.  Cole  was  down  last  week  end  and  he  and  I 
talked  about  what  you  are  getting  and  doing.  He  seems  to  geel 
it  is  good  and  worthwhile.  Congratulations/  I  hage  had  confidence 
that  you  would  do  a  Job  there.  Also  w^talked  about  the  dig  for 
the  summer,  and  it  looksjas  of  this  date  aa  though  it  would  go 
through  more  or  less  as  planned.  I  will  see  you  when  you  get 
back  and  go  into  the  details  of  plans,  etc.,  with  you. 

He  is  very  enthusiastic  about  the  work  on  the 
report  he  is  struggling  with.  It  looks  to  me  from  here  as  though 
it  is  all  making  sense  and  that  the  tree  rings  are  going  to  be 
of  some  real  help.  The  Bells  are  to  be  back  soon  and  then  we  can 
go  to  work  on  that  phase.  Even  at  that  there  will  be  something 
of  Interest  come  out  of  it.  The  tree  glng  material  is  going  to 
bracket  the  big  flood  stage  at  the  site. 

This  is  the  news  except  that  the  l?egDrt  on  the 
Havana  work  is  now  about  done.  I  will  be  vary  anxious  to  have 
you  go  over  it  all  and  criticize  it.  If  it  is  convenient  you 
might  stop  by  here  on  the  way  back  an^  see  and  read  it  here  and 


give  it  the  works. 


•  ‘The  only  other  thing^  I  want  to  do  is  wish  both  you  and 
your  wl!fe  the  very  best  of  luck  In  all  the  work  you  do  tin  Hex, 

I  hope  you  can  stop  by  and  tell  me  somethlngvof  what  you  got  and 
what  It  means  on  the  way  to  Chicago.  .  ■ 


Illinois  State  Museum 
Springfield,  Ill,  '4- 
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PUEBLITO  POTTERY 

R.  S.  MacNelsh 

This  pottery  study  is  based  upon  a  surface  collection  of  the  ruins  of  Pueblito. 
This  ruin  is  situated  in  the  Sierra  de  Tamaulipas  about  50  miles  east  of  Los  Angeles 
and  on  a  hill  along  the  Canyon  Diablo.  The  ruin  contained  about  200  round  stone 
houses  and  probably  about  10  pyramids  (probably  round).  Former  visitors  had  sunk 
two  trenches  in  different  parts  of  the  ruins  and  the  refuse  material  was  found  to 
extend  down  less  than  one  foot.  This  author  sunk  a  final  test  pit  and  here  the 
material  only  went  down  two  feet.  Unless  there  is  hiriaontal  stratigraphy  it  would 
appear  that  habitation  here  was  of  short  duration  and  probably  of  one  time  period. 
The  test  pit  dug  was  very  small  and  the  sample  of  sherds  equally  smaUL.  A  dis¬ 
cussion  of  this  pit  and  identifications  will  be  made  later.  However,  no  definite 
conclusion  can  be  reached  on  so  small  a  sample. 

Since  the  ruin  appears  to  be  of  a  single  time  period  I  have  typed  the  567 
rim  sherds,  500  body  sherds  and  50  bases  with  that  in  mind.  The  eleven  types 
eire  based  mainly  on  surface  finish  and  paste j  the  features  of  shape,  decoration 
and  appendage  of  each  type  form  the  basis  of  sub-types  but  do  not  appear  to  vary 
or  justify  a  typology  other  than  that  based  on  paste  and  surface  finish.  At  the 
conclusion  of  the  description  of  the  typology  there  will  be  a  brief  discussion 
of  the  temporal  position  of  Pueblito  based  on  a  comparison  with  the  Huasteca 
periods  and  ceramics, 

Pueblito  molca.iete  ware. 

The  temper  of  these  bowls  is  of  finely  crushed  rock  appearing  in  rather  large 
amounts.  Because  of  this  and  the  type  of  clay  used  the  sherds  have  a  gritty  and 
sand-paper  like  feel.  The  paste  is  poor  and  the  sherds  have  a  hardness  of  5  or  less. 
For  the  most  part  the  sherds  are  about  1  cm,  in  thickness,  though  there  is  consider¬ 
able  variation  between  thickness  at  base  and  rim.  The  color  is  usually . brownish 
brick  red.  The  firing  is  usually  poor,  the  interior  of  the  sherd  being  quite 
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Pueblito  Pottery  -  2 


black  while  the  outer  surface,  which  is  a  brownish  brick  red,  contrasts  with  it 
markedly.  In  fact,  superficially  the  outer  surface  looks  like  a  slip.  The  bases 
and  bottom  interiors  are  roughly  smoothed  while  the  outer  and  inner  sides  are 
highly  smoothed,  even  approaching  a  polish.  The  incising  appears  to  be  of  five 
types,  all  made  of  a  pattern  of  straight  with  1  mm.  incisions.  The 


five  types  are:  1.  a  series  of  parallel  straight  lines  -  22  specimens 

2.  a  series  of  parallel  striaght  lines 
forming  boxes  with  interior  parallel 
lines  of  one  box  to  the  right  of 

that  of  the  other  box - 10  specimens 

5.  diamonds,  with  the  interior  parallel 
lines  at  right  angles  to  the  main  axis 
of  the  diamond - 16  specimens 

4.  parallel  lines  radiating  in  at  center 

angle  from  a  central  line - 1  specimen 

5.  parallel  lines  forming  chevrons  -  2  specimens 

The  most  common  shape  seems  to  be  one  with  a  slightly  curving  rim  on  a  flaring 
footed  bow4  (See  figure).  Feet  are  present  in  the  Pueblity  pottery  only  on  Molcajetes 
and  are  of  three  types:  1.  solid  short  conical  feet  -  20  specimens 

2.  hollow,  conical,  with  a  rounded 

•top - 4  specimens 

3.  hollow,  conical,  with  two  pierced 

holes - 1  specimen 


Los  Angeles  Brushed 

The  temper  consists  of  large  crushed  pSeces  of  limestone  in  large  amounts. 
The  consistency  of  the  paste  is  fair  and  the  sherds  have  a  sandy  texture.  Much 
of  the  limestone  has  leached  out  leaving  large  holes.  The  hardness  is  about  5. 
The  color  varies  being  occassionally  light  brownish  gray,  but  most  often  light 
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brick  red  or  yellowish  brick  red. 

The  surfaces  have  been  crudely  smoothed  by  brushing  the  wet  clay  with  grass 
or  small  twigs.  The  brushings  are  of  tyo  types;  Los  Angeles  Bnnshed  A  and  B. 

Los  Angeles  Brushed  A  has  brush  marks  that  parallel  the  lip  and  this  type 
of  decoration  or  surface  finish  always  appears  on  low  bowls  or  plates  having  sligtt. 
outflaring  rims  and  a  raised(or  ring)  base.  On  top  of  three  rims  there  are  the 
stubs  of  what  might  have  been  handles  extended  either  up  over  the  top  of  the 
mouthes  of  the  veifteis  or  may  have  been  loop  handles  going  vertically  above  the 
lip  and  attached  to  it.  The  shoulders  are  generally  weak:  and  rounded. 

28  of  Type  A  were  found. 

Los  Angeles  Brushed  B  has  brush  marks  that  approach  being  perpendicular  to  the 
lip.  Some  of  these  brush  markings  appear  to  have  been  done  in  zones  parallelling 
the  lip,  and  are  terminated  at  the  shoulder  by  a  few(2  or  3)  brush  marks  parallel  to 
the  lip.  These  also  appear  on  bowls  but  the  rim  of  these  bowls  is  &a±  incurving 
in  shape,  though  the  bowl  is  outflaring.  Here  the  shoulder  is  indicated  by  the 
sharp  angle  of  the  rounded  base  and  the  outflaring  rim.  26  of  this  type  were 
found. 

50  body  sherds  were  also  found  during  the  excavation. 

Pueblito  Plain 

The  temper  of  this  type  is  finely  crushed  grit(occassionally  limestone)  in 
rather  large  eunounts.  The  paste,  though  slightly  porous,  is  generally  good  and 
the  pottery  has  a  sandy  feel  to  it.  The  pottery  usually  has  a  thin  slip  on  the 
interior  and  exterior,  and  on  rims  only  on  the  surface.  The  color 

varies  from  a  yellowish  gray  to  red-brick  orange.  The  hardness  is  between  4  and 
5.  The  surface  is  smoothed  and  occassionally  the  lips  are  polished  and  x>ainted 
red.  (The  possibility  remains  that  the  vessels  were  at  one  time  red  and  that  this 
paint  has  eroded  off.  I  think  not.)  Otherwise,  decoration  is  absent. 

Probhbly,  the  greatest  variety  may  be  seen  in  the  vessel  forms.  Ollas  are 
common.  The  ollas  have  high  outflaring  necks  which,  as  they  approach  the  shoulder. 
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are  verticail.  The  shoulders  are  at  right  angles  to  the  neck.  In  construction 
the  necks  appear  to  have  been  made  separately  from  the  body  and  to  have  been 
attached  later.  The  shoulders  are  rounded  and  the  body  conical  and  usually  attached 


19  necks  of  this  type  were  found  along  with  parts 


to  a  ring  base. 


of  11  bases,  N — / 

Part  of  9  incurving  rims  of  seed  bowls  were  found,  7  of  these  specimens 
appear  to  have  had  paint  on  the  lip,  but  not  on  the  body.  Also,  part  of  4  curving 
rims  of  hemispherical  bowls  were  foiind.  However,  the  most  common  bowl-form  was 


the 


that  of/flared-sided  bowl;^,  as  well  as  slightly  out-curving  flared-sided  bowls  with 
rounded  bottoms,  56  lips  and  rims  of  this  type  were  found.  Along  with  these 
bowls  were  found  8  specimens  of  unusual  shape,  where  the  flaring  sides  were  separated 
by  a  groove  or  step  from  the  bottom.  See  fig, 

Pueblito  polished  -  engraved. 

This  pottery  has  a  small  amount  of  finely  crushed  rock  as  temper.  The  con¬ 
sistency  and  firing  is  poor  and  the  color  varies  from  Kaiki  to  light  yellowish 
btick-  red.  The  pottery  has  a  polished  surface.  Decoration  occurs  adjacent  to 
the  lip  in  the  form  of  finely  engraved  triangles  pointing  toward  the  lip.  The 
vessels  are  either  small-mouthed  low  necked  ollas  or  flaring  sided  bowls.  One 
specimen  is  that  of  a  ring  base,  15  specimens  were  found  of  this  variety  in  all. 
Sierra  polished  black 

Temper  here  consists  of  a  very  small  amount  of  very  small  grit.  The  consistency 
is  good.  The  hardness  is  about  4-5,  This  ware  usually  has  a  slip.  The  surface 
is  polished  and  painted  a  smudged  black!  The  shapes  are  those  of  small  hemispherical 

bowls  and  flaring  striaght  sided  bowls.  Bottoms  appear  to  have  been  flat.  On  one 

< 

piece  a  series  of  parallel  incised  lines  were  found.  52  specimens  in  all, 

Diablo  Red 

This  ware  has  a  medium  amount  of  very  small  grit.  The  paste  is  good  and  the 


hardness  about  5,  The  surfaces  are  slipped,  polished  and  painted  red.  Decorations 
occur  as  finely  engraved  parallel  lines  at  acute  angles  to  a  single  engraved  line. 
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Probably  they  form  triangles.  The  location(of  origin)  of  the  veisel*  not  known. 
Shapes  include  hemispherical  bowls  and  flaring  sided  bowls.  The  unusml  shapes 
mentioned  previously  also  occur,  59  in  all  of  this  type  were  found, 

Pueblito  fine  paste 

No  teiiper  was  apparent  here,  consistency  was  excellent  and  the  surface  was 
polished,  slipped  and  painted.  This  type  made  up  another  unusual  sherd  ware. 

Included  here  is  the  rim  of  a  hemispherical  bowl  painted  a  cream  color. 

No  temper  was  apparent  here  and  the  consistency  was  medium.  Decoration  consisted 
of  two  brown  lines  parallel  to  the  lip. 

Another  unusual  sherd  showed  '2ic^~iag  decorations;  while  still  a  third  showed 
incising  and  relief  both  in  the  decoration. 

Two  projectile  points  of  the  variety  which  Ekholm  classifies(in  his  report)  as 
Type  2  were  found. 

One  figurine  was  foimd.  See  illustration. 


Conclusions 


This  ceramic  complex  represents  one  temporal  manifestation  of  a  previously 
unknown  culture.  The  ceramic  complex  itself  does  not  compare  well  with  any  other 
known  set  of  ceramics.  Certain  features  in  it,  however,  can  be  compared  with  the 
ceramic  elements  of  the  different  periods  of  the  Huasteca  sequences  and  from  them 
I  believe  we  can  ecertain  the  approximate  age  of  these  materials. 

The  Pueblita  material,  I  believe,  is  roughly  of  the  same  period  as  Huasteca 
III  for  the  following  reasons. 

1.  The  figurine  type  is  mold  made  and  of  a  variety  that  appears  at  Teotihuacan 
I  and  II,  Teotihuacan  I  and  II  are  of  the  same  type  as  Huasteca  III  according 
to  Ekholm.  Secondly,  mold  made  figurines  appear  in  the  Huasteca  during  periods 


III  and  IV. 


2.  The  projectile  points  are  the  type  that  Ekholm  calls  Type  2, 


the  Huasteca  during  periods  III  and  IV, 


3,  The  shape  of  the  molcajete  feet  of  Pueblita  ware  is  most  similar  to  that  of 
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Puebliti  Pottery  ~  6 


the  Huasteca  Period  III  molcajete  feet.  This  applies  both  to  the  solid 
conical  and  hollow  conical  feet. 

4.  The  pierced  conical  feet  appear  in  the  Tancol  in  Period  II 

5.  The  molcajete  incising  is  similar  to  that  of  Huasteca  III  in  the  diamond  pattern 

6.  Straight  rim  flaring  side,  rounded  bottomed  bowls  show  a  shape  common  to 

the  Panuco  Crude  Black  type  of  Period  Hiiasteca. 

7.  The  grooved  separation  between  base  and  body  which  I  have  listed  under 
unusual  shapes  occurs  in  the  Huasteca  only  during  Period  III. 

Another  point  of  interest  is  the  similarity  of  these  types  to  the  Tancol 

complex.  The  pierced  feet,  the  fact  that  feet  are  only  found  on  molcajetes,  the 

shapes  of  these  feet,  the  groove  between  neck  and  rim,  the  bowl  with  brown  painted 

decoration  on  cream,  and  the  construction  of  the  necks  of  ollas  and  even  their 
1 

uhape  aG.1  point  to  some  relationship  with  Tancol,  Is  it  not  possible  that  Pueblita 

1,  Here  we  have  something  identical  to  vessels  found  around  Brownsville  which  have 
been  identified  as  of  the  Tancol  complex. 


may  represent  Period  III  or  IV  of  the  Tancol  complex? 
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ADMINISTERED  BY  THE  MUSEUM  OF  ANTHROPOLOGY  AT  THE  UNIVERSITY  OF  MICHIGAN. 
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January  11,  1946 


Mr,  Richard  S,  Mac  Neish 
G-eneral  Delivery 
Brownsville,  Texas 


^^^ar  Scotty: 


I  am  certainly  glad  to  know  that  you  are  getting  such  an  excellent 
start  and  feel  sure  by  this  time  you  have  returned  from  Mexico  City  with  a  per¬ 
mit  to  do  yotr  work.  I  am  still  planning  to  leave  Ann  Arbor  around  the  middle 
of  February,  the  15th  to  be  exact,  and  hope  to  be  do^vn  in  Austin  in  four  or 
five  days.  If  you  know  where  you  are  going  to  be  between  the'  20th  and  25th  of 
February,  you  might  let  me  know  by  writing  to  me  in  care  of  Me  Allister,  Uni¬ 
versity  of  Texas,  I  am  planning  to  drive  down  with  my  two  older  boys  in  the 
car,  a  University  station  wagon  if  I  can  wangle  it,  if  not,  I  will  have  to  use 
my  own  vehicle.  My  wife  will  go  down  by  plane  later.  My  address  in  Mexico 
City  will  be  either  at  the  National  Museum  or  Pirineos  524,  Lomas  de  Chapulte- 
pec,  Mexico  D.  F,  We  are  taking  the  house  that  Donald  Brand's  family  had  for 
a  year  or  so. 


There  is  some  possibility  that  next  July  1st  there  will  be  an  opening 
in  the  Museum  of  Anthropology  for  an  Assistant  Curator  of  Archaeology  whose  pri¬ 
mary  obligation  for  the  next  five  years  will  be  to  work  on  the  description  of 
the  archaeological  remains  of  the  Delaware  at  the  contact  period.  This  woiild 
mean-  library  research,  study  of  museum  and  private  collections  in  the  east,  sur¬ 
face  surveys,  strata  pits,  and  perhaps  a  minor  excavation  or  two.  There  is  a 
possibility  that  this  appointment  would  also  carry  with  it  a  teaching  title  in 
the  Literary  College  and  eventual  giving  of  a  few  courses  in  the  Literary  College 
Department  of  Anthropology.  It  would  pretty  well  tie  down  any  individual  for  a 
considerable  period  of  time  to  this  specialized  study  in  the  northeast.  I  am 
writing  to  a  number  of  individuals  that  I  think  might  be  interested  in  this  posi¬ 
tion,  I  can  not  guarantee  that  it  will  materialize  nor  who  would  get  it. 

While  I  trust  that  you  might  show  some  interest,  I  am  not  convinced  at 
present  that  your  present  program  is  not  at  least  as  desirable  as  the  one  which 
may  develop  here.  I  am  enclosing  a  blank  which  you  are  to  fill  out  in  the  appro¬ 
priate  spots  in  case  you  are  interested  and  hope  you  will  give  full  data  on  your 
educational  background,  field  experience,  and  publications.  When  I  am  in  Chicago 
on  my  way  to  Springfield  in  two  weeks  I  shall  attempt  to  throw  a  little  pressure 
on  Cole  by  telling  him  something  of  what  I  have  in  mind  up  here. 


Sincerely  yours. 


ames  B. 
Curator 
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Amigo  raio 


Your  cheery  raissave  filled  my  heaxrt  ’.7ith  delight--!  Trill  send  (’7hen  I 
C8.n  afford  to  hujr  it)  a  copy  of  Dracula  so  that  you  may  do  a  little 
reading  hefore  3^ou  seek  repose,  El  lodo  really  sounds. a  formidable  foe-- 
I  T7ill  keep  old  snovf^’’  Chicago--it  is  sh'crring  like  hell  this  minute — 

Your  drarring  I  took  to  the  b)ept,  I  thought  Snodgrass  TTould  laugh  fit  to 
die--and  I  thought  I  might  for^rard  it  to  Jean- -some thing  from  the 
so  uth  to  brighten  her  life, 

I  am  beating  this  out  Traiting  toll  it  be  time  to  talce  off  to  Ilaxie’s-- 
Tve  are  contemplating  a  cheap  movie — The  Spanish  ^ain  is  at  the  ilaryiand- 
All  is  not  TYell  at  5817,  not  by  a  damns i t e, ,, the  question  o£  discipline 
for  the  child  keeps  M;?„x  and  DeT7  at  daggars  draTTn — the  T7ay  Ilax  doesnt 
keep  house  TTorries  Erahces,  the  Tray  Era,nces  does  keep  house  make  s 
Ma.x  feel  guilt^’’,  DexT  resents  the  strangers,  Ilax  is  throTTn  into  a  fit  at 
the  idea  of  them  leaving,  and  all  is  as  mi^it  be  expected,  only  more  so, 
'He  T7ere  over  there  the  other  night  for  a  snapp3^  bridge  gane--right  in 
the  pattern  of  the  Young  Harried  Set-- the  Bentzens  had  sought  refuge  a,t 
the  Ha.lperns--even  then,  things  vreve  strained,  I  sometimes  thinlc  that 
one  more  dead  here  might  have  helped  the  situation  considerably, 

With  the  Bentzens  all  is  T7ell.  Connie  is  Tjriting  m3^  life  history  at 
the  moment — he  t/ill  analyze  ±t  and  the  whole  T7ill  be  his  paper  for 
Bill  Henryks  Child  course,  Frances  has  a  factory  job  a.t  Sonora--the3^  nak 
radios- -she  is  on  the  assembly  line  and  is  very  happy  about  it. 

Before  I  forget  it-- 1  dont  remember  if  I  thanlced  you  for  the  blanlcet-- 
I  am  quite  fond  of  it-- it  is  such  a  wooly  and  gaudy  monster.  It  is 
currentl3r  reposing  on  the  couch--fine  for  putting  over  the  feel  these 
chilly  evenings.  The  colors  have  impressed  ever3^body--of  sourse  the3^ 
are  the  first  thing  that  hits  the  eye--and  I  mean  hits.  It  is  a  fine 
beast  all  round. 

With  us  otherTTise,  all  is  Tvell,  I  dont  know  if  3/ou  discovered  the  same 
thing  I  have,  but  it  is  a,  horse  of  a  different  color  to  be  ma.rried  to 
some  one  instead  of  just  living  in  sin.  It  T7orks  a  subtle  change  in  the 
whole  fabric  of  relationship — sexual  e.nd  otherT7ise,  Very  odd  indeed. 
There  are  times  T7hen  I  am  certain  that  I  have  hooked  up  Tvith  a  perfect 
stranger — like  our  TTonderful  hot  Tjater  heater  that  goes  off  and  on 
at  TYill,  I  have  the  feeling  that  ^  am  living  TTith  an  a.lien  intelligence¬ 
something  that  isnt  even  of  the  same  species.  At  others  I  am  sure  that  I 
k^ow  all  there  is  to  knoT7  about  Caudill  and  ever3^  nook  and  cranny  (or 
hook  and  granny,  if  3^ou  prefer)  of  his  mind.  As  said  above--very  odd. 

But  ^nough--and  nacherall3;’,  the  above  maunderings  are  for  your  shell 
pinlc  ear  alone,  I  cant  talk  like  that  to  Bill — the  masculine  mind  is 
just  not  on  that  wave  length,  and  there  is  no  one  else  here  I  can 
talk  too,  Frances  would  know  TThat  I  mean,  but  I  cant  spealc  quite 
freely  to  her--it  doesnt  seem  right  some  how,  in  view  of  'vha.t  T7as--3^ou 
were  quite  right.  It  mokes  me  no  never  minds,  but  still  it  does  to  some 
extent  inhibit  free  expression. 


The  I'urra-SaT/yer  nii;^tials  are  next  Sunday-- the  wedding  will  be  strictly 
priYa-te  but  a  vast  horde  have  been  invited  to  the  brawl  jro  follow, 
which  brawl  will  be  at  Abe  and  Ilary's*  Some  women  are  sure  suchers  (and 
dont  say  it — at  least  I  didnt  qo  back  to  being  one), I  f^e^.  especially 
strongly  because  when  Toirnn^/'  first  came  back  she  was  so  much  inproYed--less 
of  a  houn’  dog,  and  it  seems  to  me  that  she  has  relapsed  domewhst  into 
that  role,  despite  what  she  told  Prances  out  west  about  not  her  firm 
resolutions  to  the  contrary.  But  at  least  she  probably  wont  get  beaten-- 
I  suspect  she  could  handle  John  quite  adequately  ina  battle, 

Julie  got  her  divorce  last  week — we  (Tommy,  Ellie  and  I)  went  by  to  see 
her  after  the  Kirkpatrick  concert — the  night  after  the  divorce,  at  which 
Ellie  cheerfully  perjured  herself  (Julie  divorced  Pres  for  cruelty)  and 
she  was  cold  sober--which  ama,zed  me  considerably,  Ilaybe  she  will  improve 
somewhat  now  that  it  is  finally  over  and  done  wi.th,  I  hope  so. 

And  tiiat  is  about  all  the  news  fit  and  unfit — Give  my  sjrmpathy  to  Scotty 
and  his  disea3e--v/‘e  had  flu  so  I  know  how  it  is.  And  IJRITE  again. 


Yrs,  in  Christ 
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